
What will the future bring? That’s the question on everyone’s mind. None of us can really know, and right now, that’s 
pretty scary. But nature is here to assure us that the beauty and abundance of life around us will continue. Spring is 
doing its thing, and you can bet that summer won’t be far behind.

Mount Pisgah Arboretum is that special place in nature that feels like 
home to so many of us. During the current crisis some have committed 
to sheltering in place and stayed away. Others have found themselves 
drawn here, looking for fresh air and the pleasures of the great outdoors. 
Whichever group you fall into we want you to know the Arboretum is 
doing all we can to serve you and to be ready for the day when we can all 
explore and celebrate nature together again.

In the last couple of years, the Arboretum has worked to make our 
programs and facilities feel more inclusive, equitable, and welcoming to 
everyone in the community. This year, we hoped to focus on stepping 
up the care of our trails and facilities, and broadening the scope of our 
educational programing – adding more hands-on stewardship activities 
for children and more classroom time to reinforce what kids learn on our 
fieldtrips. We also planned to engage more people of all ages in citizen 
science and to shine a local light on global issues like climate change.

All those things are still very important, and we still intend to achieve them, but the COVID-19 crisis has been a 
game changer for everyone, including the Arboretum. We’ve had to cancel this year’s Wildflower & Music Festival 
as well as all of our spring programs and activities. Much of our summer events season will also be lost. We will 
experience significant impacts to our work, and to our funding as a result.

These challenging times have pushed us to find new ways to serve our 
mission and our community. On our website, you can now find fun 
educational activities to do with your kids, video classes, and opportunities 
to sign-up for virtual workshops. We’re excited about these new offerings, 
but also eager to gather with you again, out in nature.
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Mount Pisgah Arboretum is a 
nonprofit organization with a mission 
to engage people with nature through 
interactive learning and stewardship. 

Facilities include miles of riverside 
and forest trails, picnic areas and a 
pavilion for events. We host outdoor 
programs to foster appreciation of the 
natural world. 

Thank you for being a supporter!

Board of Directors
Tim King, President
Karen Anderson, Vice President
Charlotte Helmer, Secretary
Charlotte Kreitlow, Treasurer
Carl Bybee
Anne Forrestel
Rich Kelly
Jonathan Stafford
Sally Stender

Staff
Brad van Appel, Executive Director
Tom LoCascio, Site Manager
Jenny Laxton, Education Manager
August Jackson, Interpretive Coord.
Kimberly Cullen, Office Coord.
Julie Hubbard-McNall, Dev. Coord.
Leisha Wood, Venue Manager
Patrick Wegner, 
Asst. Habitat & Trails Mgr.
Josh Head, Pavilion Custodian

Contact Information
Office Phone: 541-747-3817
Events Phone: 541-747-1504
Education Phone: 541-741-4110
office@mountpisgaharboretum.org
www.MountPisgahArboretum.org 
www.twitter.com/MtPisgahArb 
 facebook.com/mountpisgaharboretum
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We’ve been here for a long time, and as long as the community continues 
to love and support this special place, the Arboretum will be here to inspire 
future generations to learn about and care for the natural world. If you have the 
resources, I hope you’ll consider stepping up your support at this time, for the 
Arboretum, and for all the other folks doing important work in our community. 

continued from p. 1

Spring's Return                                                                                             

by Tom LoCascio, Site Manager

There was a thin yellow film on the hood of my car 
today. Looking for the culprit, I spotted the Oregon 
ash and bigleaf maples in bloom, festooned with 
pollen waiting for transport. When the maple trees 
flower, our blue camas lily is also coming into bloom. 
Both plants produce heavy nectar flows relatively 
early in the season; and as such, are valuable food 
sources for honey, leafcutter and mason bees. 

The wildflower season 
is here. The meadows 
are lush with dense spikes of blue camas and yellow 
buttercup darting up through the grass. Walking 
about one can see trilliums, bleeding heart, Oregon 
iris, and baby blue eyes that speckle the trails. Pink 
lady slipper orchids, a favorite of many, are back 
beneath the incense-cedar trees. Hummingbirds and 
bumblebees dance between blossoms gathering nectar 

from a patch of purple larkspur growing in the Water Garden. There is a female 
Wood duck back in the same oak tree cavity as last year brooding eggs, and there 
appears to be another duck nesting in an Oregon ash cavity not far from this tree 
out behind the Education Building.

While we all hunker down to aide in weathering this 
storm, the valley is decked out in its finest spring 
cloak. The woods and skies are alive with wild beauty 
and sounds of courtship. If you’re feeling the need for 
a break, consider taking a walk to immerse yourself in 
nature’s salve. 

Giant white trillium (Trillium albidum)

Lady/Fairy slipper (Calypso Bulbosa)

Baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii)



As most of you know by now, due to the new coronavirus we had to cancel our Wildflower & Music Festival this 
year, our springtime fundraiser. So we’re asking for your help with a special May membership drive to strengthen the 
Arboretum. Here are two ways you can help us; and the more you help, the more times your name is entered into the 
drawing for a fabulous gift basket (and we think the more warm fuzzies you’re likely to feel):

Way 1: Encourage friends, family, acquaintances, co-workers, heck–even strangers to become a member of the 
Arboretum now. If someone you’ve encouraged to join as a new member signs up, ask them to write “inspired by your 
name” on their membership form/Paypal payment. 

Way 2: We realize not everyone is an extrovert; if encouraging others to join isn’t your style, how about purchasing a 
Gift Membership for someone you know? You’ll be giving them the gift of nature when they need it most and helping 
us to reach our May membership goal at the same time.

Two ways to help Mount Pisgah Arboretum preserve this local treasure.
Two ways to encourage friends and family to get their daily dose of nature.
Lots of chances for you to win a gift basket (we have 2 to give away) chocked full of goodies, including: 
Gardening for Birds by Cornell Lab of Ornithology, a Mount Pisgah Arboretum Tiny Tee (size 18 mo.) featuring 
original artwork, local honey, a wildflower guide book, plant playing cards and more. It’s that easy!

Gift Membership Form is on the back of this page. 
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The Arboretum is making some staffing changes to take better care of our site 
and facilities and prepare for the future. Over the winter we created a new                 
Assistant Habitat and Trails Manager position. We were very fortunate to hire 
Patrick Wegner to fill this new role in March. Patrick comes to us with a degree 
in natural resources, recreation and tourism management from Oregon State       
University, and experience working with Oregon State Parks and Portland’s World 
Forestry Center. His most recent position was as a natural area technician with 
the North Clackamas Park and Recreation Department. He spends his spare 
time working as the lead restoration volunteer with the Willamette Restoration        
Volunteers up in Albany. Patrick joined our team in the midst of these very       
unusual times, and has proven to be a very valuable addition.

A New Face in a New Role
 by Brad van Appel, Executive Director

Patrick Wegner, Assistant Habitat & Trails Mgr.

Members, YOU could win a gift basket full of goodies!

Help us reach our goal of 100 new Arboretum members in May 
and be entered to win a gift basket of goodies. 



4

Make checks payable to Mount Pisgah Arboretum.  
Or, you can pay by credit card below:

q Visa     q MC                    

Card #

Signature: 

Exp. Date:                             

CVC:      
(3 digit code on back of card)

Gift Giver’s Contact Info  
(that’s you) 
         

Name: 

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone: 

E-mail:

 

Please return this form to:
Questions? Call 541-747-3817

Mount Pisgah Arboretum
34901 Frank Parrish Road 

 Eugene, OR 97405 

Give the gift of nature!  

Mount Pisgah Arboretum is a nonprofit organization, and 
your gift is tax deductible to the full extent of the law. 

Gift Memberships 
Type of Membership:

      (please select one)
Gift Recipient’s Contact Info  
(that’s your lucky friend or family member) 
         

Name: 

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone: 

E-mail:

q Senior (65+)       $40
q Student     $40 
q Individual         $50
q Family    $60
q Sponsor    $75
q Supporting  $100
q Sustaining  $250
q Lifetime            $1000

q

Companionship/Homemaking | Personal Care |  Med Admin

rightathome-eugene.com
541.833.5050

We will send a note about 
your donation to the gift 
recipient, along with a 

parking pass and a 
membership card. 

Please allow 7 working 
days for us to process and 

deliver your order. 

Keep me informed of guided walks, festivals, trail work  
parties, & plant & critter info. via e-news (1-2 emails per 
month) 

You'll be entered 
into our gift basket 

drawing!

THANK YOU!



Celebrating together is such an integral part of what the Arboretum has always 
meant to our community, long before even we recognized how significant a 
place it was for people wishing to mark the special occasions and transitions 
in their lives. We built our White Oak Pavilion in response to a growing 
community desire to have a space for these events to take place in the midst of 
a cherished environment. We, in turn, are blessed by the opportunities that we 
have to connect with all of you and support these celebrations in the heart of 
this amazing place. We provide space for love, reunion, family, and moments of 
triumph as well as space for grief, saying goodbye, and moving forward. While 
we have spent decades nurturing a space for these transitions in individual 
lives, families, and community, we likewise have been supported in the work 
that we do to provide nature education to school children all over Lane County 
from the revenue of our venue. Now we are all in transition again.

This year changes everything—for now—for our engaged couples who have been waiting for months and sometimes 
years to join together their families, their intentions, their paths; and it changes things for those people who have 
someone to mourn, or a milestone to celebrate. It changes things for us as well, but not forever. We are committed 
to moving through this time of change, unease, and unpredictability with all the heart we normally give to our 
programs. We are committed to making sure that each celebration can be celebrated, although when and how may 
have to change, and to making sure that this venue remains a resource of solace and joy to those in our community 
who have time and again told us that the Arboretum is their special place, and that they would not want to honor life’s 
milestones anywhere else. 

Transitions call for adaptability, openness, perseverance, and heart; these are also the skills that are required of us in 
all that we do out here, and so we have had ample practice. This venue is your venue. This place is your place. We are 
booking 2021 events now. As we all find new clarity and a path forward together, we will be here for you to celebrate 
all that has come before and all that will come in the future. 

Transitions
 by Leisha Wood, Venue Manager

A few months ago we never could have imagined that the Arboretum’s spring field trip programs and annual 
Wildflower & Music Festival would be cancelled due to a global pandemic. These changes have created programming 
and financial challenges for Mount Pisgah Arboretum. Our education staff has worked quickly to provide online 
educational opportunities for children and adults, while the site staff has – fortunately – been able to continue 
maintaining and protecting the trails and habitat. We are exploring new strategies for raising funds as well. If you 
are able to make a donation of any amount, we thank you. Donations will support the creation of new educational 
opportunities and the care and protection of this beautiful place.

The Arboretum Needs You
 by Julie Hubbard-McNall, Development Coordinator & Bookkeeper
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Photo by Amanda Meg Photography 

Elopement package 
coming for 2020! 

Please contact Leisha Wood for details and to 
be placed on an interest list: 541-747-1504

events@mountpisgaharboretum.org 



The global outbreak of COVID-19 has led to the cancellation of all 
in-person educational programming at least through May, meaning 
no Discovery Tours field trips or walks and workshops; however, 
environmental education is just as important as ever, even if it’s learning 
about the ecology of our own backyards. We are offering curriculum 
for parents and teachers, games and activities for kids, and webinars for 
adults. Join us in staying active! Visit our Resources for Kids & Adults 
page under our Learn tab at mountpisgaharboretum.org.

We're Taking 
Our Programming Online!
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BINGO FUN FOR EVERYONE! YOU CAN DO THIS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.



Coast Fork Farm Stand, Dwyer Williams Cherkoss Attorneys, PC 
Emerald Empire Kiwanis, Eugene True Value Hardware, KLCC

Landarc Landscaping & Design, Morning Glory Cafe 
Mountain Rose Herbs, Rainscapes, Right at Home In-Home Care

Sapient Private Wealth Mgmnt., Scherer Investment Co.
Sea Reach, Ltd., Sperry Tree Care Co., Sundance Natural Foods, Inc.

New Members
Alex Do
Alexander Gardner
Angee Doerr & 
     James Farlin
Barbara Ohlsen
Beth Ballantyne
Brigitte Kranabitl
Caleb Cuff
     & Mariah Langwell
Camille Leider
Carolyn Rose Rebbert
Charles Coy
Colleen Mumford

DeAnn Herringshaw
Deborah Capaldi
Deborah Voigt
Denise Ford
Dianna Appelgate
Didi Davidovich
Elaine Davis
Esperanza Rivera
Faith Collins
Hazel Van Norman
Heidi Detels
Henry M. Ponedel
Holly Rockwell
Jack Staunton

Phyllis Null
Rachael Sereday
Rebecca Brooke
Richard Erpelding
Rikki Townzen
Robert Huffman
Sabin Lamson
Sarah Guerrero
Shane Roach
Stephen Saltekoff
Susanne Giordano
Teresa L. Mesa
Terrie & Ron Scharfer
Trevor Stanwood
Wendy Vilchis
Yaakov Levine

Jake Lemmon
Jane Murphy
Jessica Crandall
Joseph Brazill
Justina Trivett
Kaelani Binford 
     & Adam Pritt
Kaitlyn Haese 
     & Ben Paynter
Karen Irmscher
Klarissa Beller
Lena Moro 
     & Josh Rodriguez
Leslie Belsher
Lindsey Reichel
Lynda Ponel
Margaret Sullivan
Maria Garcia

Mary Bishop
Mica Arroyave
Micaela Holt 
     & Kyle Cook
Michael 
     & Michelle Benedict
Michael Reaves
Michele Mikklsen
Miriam Ricker
Monica E. Geier
Morgan Shasteen
Morgan Vierheller
Nancy Emmick
Paige Stimson 
     & Avery Waggoner
Pat Goyne
Pete & Jeanna Polesnak
Phillip Miller

Contributions    
Jan. 18, 2020 to Apr. 20, 2020
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Business Members

A special thanks to 
Evergreen Members & 
Renewing Members! 

Thanks for keeping the 
boat afloat.

We thank these members for 
their generous support this 

quarter: Dianne Cunningham, 
Ellen Otani, Rob Castleberry 

and Joyce Thomas.

Thank you Mountain Rose 
Herbs and Dwyer, Williams, 

Cherkoss Attorneys, PC for their  
generous support this quarter.

General Contributions & Gift Memberships
Mary Allardt
Mary Deiters 
     & Thomas Faxon
Maureen Scherger
Melissa Parks
Rob Castleberry 
     & Joyce Thomas
Robert J. Cummings
Silvia Lehman
Tamara Hughes
Tom Prugh

Aileen Chen
Anne Forrestel
Barbara Cowan 
     & Richard Larson
Bill & Beki Montogomery
Camilla Pratt
Charles & Elizabeth Search
Cynthia Orlando
Daphne Stone
Diana Barkelew
Dianne Cunningham
Elizabeth Hekimoglu

Marie Knudsen
Ellen Otani
Jason McKrola
Jennifer Lippert
John & Denise Smith
John Hocken
John Reynolds
Linda Jo Eldridge
Louise & Tony Dandurand
Margaret & Dale McBride
Margaret Paris
Margie Aten

Education Program
Emily Huston
Pepper March
Steve & Joyce Seyler

Interpretive Program
Elizabeth & Tim Halverson
Tom Beatty

Sponsored Family 
Memberships
Julie Barnas

Commemorations
In Honor of Casey Janz 
     & Wayne Deeter - Maurice Sauser

In Memory of Bob Dritz - Cori Taggart
In Memory of Anita Belt- Karen Sheaffer
In Memory of Doc the Rock - Linda Kessel



Yes, I want to support the Arboretum!

34901 Frank Parrish Road
Eugene, OR 97405-9673
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Membership Dues
	   Student/Senior/Guide	 $40
	   Individual	 $50
	   Family	 $60
	   Sponsor	 $75
	   Supporting	 $100
	   Sustaining	 $250
	   Business	 $100-$1,000 - call!

Other Contributions
	   Sponsor a Family Membership 	         $60
	   Unrestricted	 		        	
 	 	 Interpretive Program	
	   Endowment Fund	
	   “In Honor of” or “In Memory of”	

Name of person receiving tribute ______________________ 

Please mail your membership and/or contributions to:

Mount Pisgah Arboretum
34901 Frank Parrish Road  •  Eugene, OR 97405

All contributions and dues are tax-deductible. IRS #23-7345974

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

	 	   

Sponsor Kids' Nature Field Trips!

Each year, 3,000 school children discover nature on our 
volunteer led tours. Many schools can no longer afford 
these field trips and they depend on scholarships from 
people like you. A $10 donation to Discovery Tours brings 
out one child. $250 can bring out a whole classroom!

I want to help children discover nature 
with a gift of $ __________ 

Membership $ ______  + Donation $ ______ = Total Contribution $________

Please keep my donation anonymous.

Address Service Requested

Discover Your Place in Nature


